
[image: image1.png]


Webb Bridge Middle School

Language Arts Syllabus 2013-2014
Grade: 6
[image: image2.wmf]Exemplifying Excellence Every Day!
1. Teachers: 
Roxanne Bassett, Janet Flanagan, Traci King, Jody Carter, Katelyn Mikle 
2. Textbook(s): 
Literature
    Publisher: Prentice Hall     
                                   Price: “Current Price”
Writing Coach 
Publisher: Prentice Hall                                 
Price: “Current Price”
3. Course Description: 
In accordance with the Common Core Georgia Performance Standards (CCGPS), sixth grade language arts focuses on the integration of vocabulary, literature, reading strategies, composition, oral language skills, research, and grammar. 

Reading instruction teaches students to use cognitive strategies before, during, and after reading to help them monitor their understanding and evaluate the author’s presentation of ideas. A thematic approach allows students and teachers to work collaboratively to explore fiction and nonfiction literature, composition, and research. Global concepts Truth, Conflict, Knowledge, Communication, Identity, and Community  are covered in sixth grade themes and have universal appeal.

Students participate in the writing process, incorporating grammar study as a part of the revision of their compositions. Oral language and technology instruction is also part of the instruction that will help students become effective communicators. Using media and technology, sixth graders will learn to think critically. Finally, students will learn to conduct research and present their findings through a variety of oral, written, visual, and technological media. Goals and objectives for students with an Individual Education Plan will be addressed in the course.

*If this is a TAG class, you should expect a much more differentiated curriculum that includes higher level thinking, problem-solving, and creative thinking skills. While we will be following the CCGPS curriculum, we also compact and enrich the existing curriculum to meet the challenging needs of our gifted students.
4. Course Outline:
	First Semester
	Second Semester

	First Nine Weeks
Informational Text

Argumentative Writing
	Third Nine Weeks
Informational Text

Informative/Explanatory Writing



	Second Nine Weeks
Literary Text

Informative/Explanatory Writing 
	Fourth Nine Weeks
Literary Text

Argumentative Writing


5. Teacher/Parent Communication:

Email – is the most efficient way to contact teachers

Conferences – may be scheduled based on each student’s needs

Interim Report Cards – come home every 4 ½ weeks

Home Access Center – please check frequently for your child’s progress and always provide us with your current email address

Email Addresses:

R. Bassett:

bassettr@fultonschools.org
J. Flanagan:

flanaganj@fultonschools.org 
T. King:

kingT@fultonschools.org 
J. Carter:

carterjl1@fultonschools.org 
K. Mikle: 

mikle@fultonschools.org    
Please ensure you are also registered for the Home Access Center (HAC) so you can view your child’s grades.  Teachers will post grades in TAC within 2 weeks of test dates or project/assignment due dates.

6. Grading Weights:  
Summative (Tests/Projects/Essays):

50%
Formative (Quizzes/Routine Writing):
40%
Classwork/Homework:


10%
Fulton County Grading Scale:

A: 100-90

C: 79-70    
B: 89-80

F: 69 and below

Grading and Re-Assessment at Webb Bridge Middle School:  Student grades represent what students know, understand, and can do.  To that end, if students are failing, they are essentially not learning.  With this in mind, if students fail a summative assessment, once all work is completed, the student will be required to work with his/her teacher to participate in a reteaching activity, complete a re-learning activity, and then will re-take the assessment in order to cement learning.  The highest grade that can be earned on this re-assessment will be 80%.
                 Recovery per Fulton County:  Per Fulton County policy, recovery is an opportunity for students to  

                 recover from a low (73 or below) or failing cumulative grade in a particular subject.  It is allowed 

                 when all work required to date has been completed, and the student has demonstrated a legitimate             

                 effort to meet all course requirements, including attendance.  Students should contact the teacher 

                 concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for

                 recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to 

                 course objectives and must be completed 10 days prior to the end of a semester.                 
7. Conduct Rules:  One of the goals of middle school is to develop a sense of responsibility and self-discipline in students.  In an effort to promote student growth in these areas, all Webb Bridge Middle School students are expected to behave in a positive manner conducive to learning.  Fulton County policies and procedures will be followed in all disciplinary cases.  A school wide discipline plan will be followed in each student’s classroom according to the steps below.
Step 1—1st slip--Warning with Student/Teacher conference

Step 2—2nd slip--Warning includes Parent contact

Step 3—3rd slip—Detention 1 using Webb Bridge detention slip and notification to parent

Step 4—4th slip—Detention 2 using Webb Bridge detention slip and notification to parent OR Parent/Teacher/Student conference

Step 5—5th slip—Administrative Office Referral 
8. Help Sessions: Students may attend a help session with any of the 6th grade language arts teachers. 
	Teacher
	Day
	Room
	Time

	Bassett
	Thursday
	607
	7:45 a.m.

	Flanagan
	Tuesday 
	617
	7:45 a.m.

	King
	Wednesday
	614
	7:45 a.m.

	Carter
	Thursday 
	626
	7:45 a.m.

	Mikle
	Tuesday 
	606
	7:45 a.m.


9.  Absence Make-Up Procedures (FCBOE Policy JBD):

Upon returning to school following an absence, it is the student’s responsibility to contact the teachers to request make-up work.  Make-up work must be completed by the student within the time specified by the teacher.  At WBMS, students will be given the same amount of time to make up the work as the student was absent unless other arrangements are mutually agreed upon.  The student will receive the actual grade on the make-up work if the absence was “excused.” 

10.  Academic Dishonesty:

Cheating or plagiarism in any form is not accepted. An office referral will be made for this type of behavior. 

11. Probation for Gifted Services: 
In a TAG course, students failing to meet the Continuation Criteria are automatically placed on probation.  Probation may last as little as one grading period, but no more than one school year. Parents must be notified in writing when a student is placed on probation.  A written plan explaining how a student can be removed from probationary status must be included in the notification to the parent and student.  In placing a student on probation, it should be considered that unsatisfactory performance in a content area of service would be documented with a grade of <80%.

